
The Untold Story.

An Oral History of the Roma 
People in Romania

CONTACTS

Babeş-Bolyai University

Oral History Institute

Napoca Std., No. 11, room 114
Tel: 0742070206

E-mail: untoro.eea@gmail.com
Website: http://istoriaorala.ro/cercetare/colective/
Facebook: Untold Story of the Roma People from 

Romania

University of Iceland

Faculty of History and Philosophy

Main Building, 3rd floor
101 Reykjavík, Iceland

Tel: +354 5254400
Fax: +354 525 4410

E-mail: hug@hi.is
http://english.hi.is/

Ministry of Education and Scientific Research

Address: Mendeleev Std., No.. 21-25, 
zip code 010362, sector 1, București, România

http://research.ro/
http://eeagrants.org/

A Project financed by European Economic Area 
2009-2014 contract no. 14SEE/30.06.2014 



RESUME

 Recently, minorities became a fashionable research sub-
ject, but Roma people in Romania do not have, in spite of some 
notable exceptions, their own history. One explanation for their 
absence from history is that their oral tradition has not gener-
ated written evidences, the documents related to Roma’s past, 
available in archives, being about them and never by them. 
The purpose of the project is to recover and (re)construct their 
histories by collecting, preserving and interpreting oral testi-
monies of the Roma, providing a voice for the silent ones. To 
manage the complexity of such issues, our Romanian-Icelandic 
team will undertake an interdisciplinary approach that com-
bines oral history research with anthropology, ethnology, so-
ciology, and media studies. The project will attempt to answer 
questions about the nature of their cultural heritage and ex-
plore ways in which the (in)tangible cultural heritage, respec-
tively traditions (e.g. music) can become tools for empowering 
Roma communities.



Places of memory and the Roma

Between 2014 and the end of 2015 our team visited some of the diverse 
Roma communities in Romania, managing to conduct more than 400 oral 
history interviews. We listened and collected stories of grief, sorrow and 
joy. Oral history widened our understanding and bridged our relation-
ships with the people we had spoken with, establishing connections and 
often long lasting friendships. During our research we have visited many 
towns, villages and remote settlements in the following counties:
 
- Alba: Sebeş, Sebeşel, Răchita, Loman, Căpâlna 

-Arad: Căpâlnaş

-Braşov: Cincu, Sâmbăta de Jos, Ucea de Jos, Sâmbăta de Sus

-Cluj: Floreşti, Bonţida, Pata Rât, Huedin, Călăţele, Săcuieu
 
-Dolj: Bechet, Bistreţ, Craiova, Grindeni, Lişteava, Orăşani, Ostroveni, 
Plopşor, Poiana Mare, Radovan, Vîrtop

-Hunedoara: Vulcan

-Iaşi: Sprânceana

-Mehedinţi: Burila Mică, Dudaş-Cerneţ, Eşelniţa, Faţa Cremenii, Orşova, 
Strehaia, Şimian, Drobeta-Turnu Severin

-Mureş: Beica, Budiu Mic, Ceuaşu de Câmpie, Crăciuneşti, Gheorghe Doja, 
Hodac, Mihai Viteazu, Petelea, Reghin, Saschiz, Satu Nou, Sighişoara, 
Şaeş, Şoard, Târgu-Mureş, Tirimia, Uila

-Sălaj: Fildu de Sus, Someş Odorhei

-Sibiu: Merghindeal, Porumbacu de Jos, Arpaşu de Jos, Brateiu, Buzd, 
Ighişu Vechi, Nocrich, Bârghiş, Brădeni, Dealu Frumos, Târnava, Voila

-Timiş: Măguri, Timişoara












