
 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

CONTEMPORARY ETHICAL ISSUES  

Academic year 2025-2026 

 

1. Programme-related data 

1.1. Higher Education Institution Babeș-Bolyai University 

1.2. Faculty Faculty of History and Philosophy 

1.3. Department Doctoral School of Philosophy 

1.4. Field Philosophy 

1.5. Level of study Doctoral 

1.6. Degree programme / Qualification Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) (Level 8 CNC/EQF) 

1.7. Form of education Full-time, Part-time 

 

2. Course-related data 

2.1. Course title Contemporary ethical issues Course code SDF09 

2.2. Course coordinator  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Imre Ungva ri-Zrí nyi 

2.3. Seminar coordinator  Assoc. Prof. Dr. Imre Ungva ri-Zrí nyi 

2.4. Year of study   2.5. Semester   2.6. Type of assessment Exam 

2.7. Course status Optional 2.8. Course type Specialisation subject 

 

3. Total estimated time (hours per semester of teaching activities) 

 
4. Prerequisites (where applicable) 
4.1. curriculum-
related 

 

4.2 skills-related  

 
5. Specific conditions (where applicable) 

5.1. course-related Mandatory attendance at 70% of the total course hours. 

5.2. seminar/laboratory-related Active participation in the process of interpreting texts. 

6.1. Competencies resulting from the completion of the degree programme  

Professional competencies 

Competency 
code 

Competency 

3.1. Number of hours per week  3 of which: 3.2. course 2 3.3. seminar/ laboratory/ project 1 

3.4. Total of hours in the curriculum 36 of which: 3.5. course  24 3.6. seminar/ laboratory 12 

Time allocation for individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST) hours 

Learning from textbooks, course materials, bibliography, and notes (IS) 70 

Additional research in the library, on subject-specific electronic platforms, and on-site 60 

Preparing seminars/ laboratories/ projects, assignments, reports, portfolios, and essays  40 

Tutoring (professional guidance) 30 

Examinations  6 

Other activities  8 

3.7. Total hours of individual study (IS) and self-taught activities (ST) 214 

3.8. Total hours per semester 250 

3.9. Number of credits 10 



 

PC1 
a) advanced knowledge in the field of Philosophy; b) the ability to identify, formulate, and solve research 
problems in a creative manner; c) mastery of advanced research methods and techniques in Philosophy. 

PC4 
i) academic-level language skills in international languages necessary for research and the preparation 
of scientific papers; 

PC5 
h) the ability of understanding and to apply the principles and values of research ethics in the field of 
Philosophy. 

Transversal competencies 

Competency 
code 

Competency 

TC2 
d) interpersonal and teamwork skills; f) knowledge of career management, as well as the acquisition of 
techniques for job searching and for creating jobs for others. 

TC3 
h) knowledge of critical thinking, including the ability to analyze, interpret, or formulate arguments in 
different contexts; i) knowledge regarding the use of legislation in the field of intellectual property 
rights 

 

6.2. Learning outcomes relevant to the degree programme  

Learning outcomes targeted by the subject 

Competency 
code 

Knowledge and comprehension Specific academic skills 

PC1 
1. The doctoral student demonstrates knowledge at 
the most advanced level in the field of Philosophy. 

1. The doctoral student possesses and applies 
the most advanced and specialized skills and 
techniques, including the ability to synthesize 
and evaluate, required for solving critical 
research problems in Philosophy. 

PC4 
2. i) academic-level language skills in international 
languages necessary for research and the preparation 
of scientific papers; 

2. a) written and oral communication skills in 
the fields of science and culture; b) advanced 
language competencies in international 
languages, including the ability to express and 
formulate ideas in multicultural and 
multilingual contexts; 

PC5 
3. h) understanding and the ability to apply the 
principles and values of research ethics in the field of 
Philosophy; 

3. i) knowledge regarding the use of legislation 
in the field of intellectual property rights. 

TC2 ... ... 

TC3 ... ... 

 

7. Subject-specific learning outcomes  

Knowledge and comprehension 

1. The doctoral student demonstrates knowledge at the most advanced level in the field of Philosophy. 

2. The doctoral student demonstrates advanced knowledge at the boundaries between different socio-human fields. 

3. (Responsibility and autonomy) The doctoral student demonstrates a high level of authority, innovation, autonomy, 
and scientific and professional integrity 

4. ... 

Specific academic skills 

1. The doctoral student possesses and applies the most advanced and specialized skills and techniques, including the 
ability to synthesize and evaluate, required for solving critical research problems in Philosophy. 
2. The doctoral student possesses and applies innovation skills for extending and redefining existing knowledge or 
professional practices in the socio-human fields. 
3. (Responsibility and autonomy) The doctoral student demonstrates sustained commitment to developing new ideas or 
processes at the forefront of a work or study context, including research. 

 

8. Contents 



 

8.1. Course Teaching and learning methods Remarks1 

1. Aspects of the Moral Phenomenon  
I. Theories of the Moral Subject  
1.Aspects of the moral phenomenon in 
the Anthropocene. Everyday morality 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

We pay special attention to 
questions raised by students, 
explanations, and examples. 
 

2. Rethinking ethical perspectives and 
contexts 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

3. Horizon experience, horizon 
expansion, and action 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

4. The problematics of the moral subject: 
given conditions, insufficiencies, and 
projects 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

II. Theories of the Moral Community 
5. The problematics of the moral 
community: given conditions, 
insufficiencies, and projects 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

6. Networks and fields of social 
cooperation 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

7. Justice – the conditions of recognition, 
entitlement, and deprivation 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

III. Theories of Social Cooperation 
8. Bio- and psychopolitics, normalization, 
subjectivation 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

9. Problems of mechanisms and 
coexistence (algorithms, markets, 
institutional systems, technology, AI) 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

10. Problems of lifetime: temporal 
organization, time management, 
attention management, shared time 
(quality time, care), past and future 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

11. Problems of life interweaving: birth, 
healthy and pathological life processes, 
life experiences, quality of life, caregiving 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

12. Problems of life interweaving: 
coexistence with other humans with bio-
psycho-social needs 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

13. Problems of life interweaving: 
coexistence with non-human beings 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 

 

14. Problems of life interweaving: 
coexistence with ecosystems, the planet, 
and the universe 

Lecture, PowerPoint presentation, 
discussion 
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8.2. Seminar/ laboratory Teaching and learning methods Remarks 

1. Bruno Latour: A gencia az antropoce n 
kora ban, In: PRAE 2017/1, 3–20.; J. Baird 
Callicott: Environmental Ethics in the 
Anthropocene, Transtext(e)s 
Transcultures, 13 | 2018, 1-20. Christian 
U. Becker: Ethical underpinnings for the 
economy of the Anthropocene, Ecological 
Economics 211 (2023), 1–7. 

Text interpretation, discussion  

2. Larry R. Churchill: A mora lis 
tapasztalat dimenzio i, Etika 
mindenkinek: Ke szse galapu  
megko zelí te s, Pallas Athe ne , 2020, 23–
44.; 

Text interpretation, discussion  

3. Liangkang Ni: Horizontal-Intention: 
Time, Genesis, History – Husserl’s 
Understanding of their Immanent 
Relationship, In: Dieter Lohmar and 
Ichiro Yamaguchi (Eds.): ON TIME - new 
contributions to the husserlian 
phenomenology of time, Springer, 
Dordrecht-Heidelberg-London-New York, 

Text interpretation, discussion  



 

Text interpretation, discussion 2010, 
187-211.; Text interpretation, discussion 
4. Husserl, Edmund: Negyedik Text 
interpretation, discussion elme lkede s. A 
transzcendenta lis ego kon Text 
interpretation, discussion stitu cio s 
proble ma ja nak kifejte se. I Text 
interpretation, discussion n: Husserl, 
Edmund: Kartezia nus elme lkede sek. 
Bevezete s a fenomenolo gia ba, 
Humanitas, Bucureşti, 1994., pp. 97–122.; 
Deleuze, Gilles: Egy filozo fiai fogalom. 
Pompeji 1994/1-2, 229-236.; Lacan, 
Jacques: A bizonyossa g szubjektuma ro l. 
Kelle k, 2016 (55), 19–29. 

Text interpretation, discussion  

5. Ronald McIntyre: “We-Subjectivity”:  
Husserl on Community and Communal 
Constitution, In: Christel Fricke-Dagfinn 
Føllesdal (Eds.): Intersubjectivity and 
Objectivity in Adam Smith and Edmund 
Husserl, Frankfurt:  Ontos Verlag, 2012, 
pp. 61-92.; Merleau-Ponty, Maurice: A 
ma sik e szlele se e s dialo gus (a La prose 
du monde cimu  mu bo l). Helikon, 2007/1-
2, 157-170.; Steinbock, Anthony: Liminal 
Experience as Appropriation: Making 
ourselves at Home. In: Anthony 
Steinbock: Home and Beyond: Generative 
Phenomenology After Husserl. 
Northwestern University Press, Evanston, 
IL, 1995. 186-219. 

Text interpretation, discussion  

6. Fritjof Capra: Az e let szo vede ke, In: 
Modus Vivendi Magazin, 16, 2014, 
februa r, 1-8.; Manuel Castells: Elo hang: A 
ha lo zat e s az e n [Prologue: the Net and 
the Self]; 3. Ha lozati va llalkoza sok: az 
informa cio s gazdasa g kultu ra ja, 
inte zme nyei e s szervezetei, In: Manuel 
Castells: A ha lo zati ta rsadalom 
kialakula sa I., Budapest, Gondolat Kiado , 
2005, 33-64.; Matthew Wall-Smith: A 
ha lo zati ta rsadalom: kognití v 
ko rnyezetva lta s?. Informa cio s 
Ta rsadalom III, 3–4. sza m (2003): 62–72.; 
Dimitrios Schizas-George Stamou: 
Network rethinking of nature and society, 
Ludus Vitalis, vol. XIII, num. 24, 2005, pp. 
55-82. 

Text interpretation, discussion  

7. Rawls, John: Az igazsa gossa g elme lete. 
Osiris, Budapest, 1997, 11-13, 21-42, 
506-521, 667-678.; Walzer, Michael: 
Zsarnoksa gok e s igazsa gos ta rsadalmak. 
In: Horkai Ho rcher Ferenc (szerk.): 
Ko zo sse gelvu  politikai filozo fia k. 
Sza zadve g, Budapest, 2002, 43-54.; 
Ricoeur, Paul: Az igazsa gossa g 
í te lo sze keinek pluralita sa. In: Horkai 
Ho rcher Ferenc (szerk.): Ko zo sse gelvu  
politikai filozo fia k. Sza zadve g, Budapest, 
2002, 251-270.; Honneth, Axel: Az 
interszubjektí v elismere s minta i: 

Text interpretation, discussion  



 

szeretet, jog, szolidarita s, In: Honneth, 
Axel: Harc az elismere se rt. A ta rsadalmi 
konfliktusok mora lis grammatika ja. 
L'Harmattan, Budapest, 2013,  91–129. 
8. Foucault, Michel: Bio-politika e s bio-
hatalom [Biopolitica  s i bioputere], 
Pompeji, 1992/1, 118-129 ; Foucault, 
Michel: Lecture at the Colle ge de France 
on 6 January 1982. In: Foucault, Michel: 
The hermeneutics of the subject: lectures 
at the Colle ge de France, 1981–1982, 
Palgrave Macmillan, London, New York, 
2005,  1-24.; Byung-Chul Han: 
Pszichopolitika: A neoliberalizmus e s az 
u j hatalomtechnika k, Typotex, 2020. 

Text interpretation, discussion  

9. Pola nyi Ka roly: Piac e s terme szet; A 
piac e s a termele s szervezete; Szabadsa g 
egy o sszetett ta rsadalomban, In: Pola nyi 
Ka roly: A nagy a talakula s. Korunk 
gazdasa gi e s politikai gyo kerei, Budapest, 
Napvila g, 2004,; Herbert A. Simon: 
Altruizmus e s ko zgazdasa gtan, In: 
Magyar Tudoma ny, 1995., janua r, 21-29.; 
Jason W. Moore: Anthropocene or 
Capitalocene? Nature, History, and the 
Crisis of Capitalism, In: Jason W. Moore 
(Ed.): Anthropocene or Capitalocene? 
Nature, History, and the Crisis of 
Capitalism, Kairos-PM Press, Oakland, 
2016, 1-11. 

Text interpretation, discussion  

10. Ricoeur, Paul: Az e n e s az elbesze lt 
azonossa g. In: Ricoeur, Paul: Va logatott 
irodalomelme leti tanulma nyok, Osiris, 
Budapest, 1999, 373–412. ; Tengelyi 
La szlo : E letto rte net e s o nazonossa g. In: 
E letto rte net e s sorseseme ny, Atlantisz, 
Budapest, 1998. 13-48.; Ru diger 
Safranski: Ido  - Amit velu nk tesz, e s 
amive  mi tesszu k, Budapest, Typotex 
Kiado , 2017. 

Text interpretation, discussion  

11. Virginia Held: Ethics of Care as Moral 
Theory; Care as Practice and Value; The 
Caring Person; In: Virginia Held: The 
Ethics of Care. Personal, Political, and 
Global. Oxford University Press, Oxford, 
2006, 9-57.; Kiss Kata Do ra: Hogyan 
azonosul a no ise g a terme szettel, In: 
Kelle k, 66 (2021), pp. 37-53; Cockburn, 
Tom: A feminista gondoskoda si etika e s a 
gyerekek, In: Ese ly 2009/3, 3-22.; 

Text interpretation, discussion  

12. Carol Gilligan: Woman's Place in 
Man's Life Cycle, In: Carol Gilligan: In a 
Different Voice. Psychological Theory and 
Women's Development, Harvard 
University Press Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, and London, England, 
2003, 5–23.; Me sza ros Csaba: Kie  az 
antropoce n? A globa lis klí mava ltoza s 
antropolo giai szemle lete, In: Replika nr. 
113, 145-164. 

Text interpretation, discussion  



 

13. Karen J. Warren: Az o kolo giai 
feminizmus ereje e s ige rete. In: La nyi 
Andra s-Ja vor Benedek (szerk.): 
Ko rnyezet e s etika. Szo veggyu jteme ny. 
L'Harmattan, Budapest, 2005. 272-296.; 
Rosi Braidotti: A llatok e s ma s anoma lia k, 
In: Imago, 2023/12, 10-24. 

Text interpretation, discussion  

14. Michel Serres: A terme szeti 
szerzo de s, Budapest, Kija rat, 2021; Lynn 
Margulis: Az egyu tte le s bolygo ja. Az 
evolu cio  u j megko zelí te se, Budapest, 
Vince Kiado  Kft., 2000, Theodore Roszak: 
Ahol Psyche  e s Gaia tala lkozik, In: Imago, 
2019/8., 23-36. 

Text interpretation, discussion  
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9. Evaluation 

Type of activity 9.1 Evaluation criteria2 9.2 Evaluation methods3 
9.3 Percentage in 
the final grade 

9.4. Course 

- Proper acquisition and correct application 
of the taught knowledge  
- Mastery and correct application of 
concepts related to moral thinking 

- Assessment is based on 
participation in 
discussions during the 
semester and the final 
exam at the end of the 
semester. 

 

   

9.5. Seminar/ laboratory 

- Active participation in text interpretation  
- Active participation in discussions 

- Assessment takes place 
during the semester, based 
on active participation in 
text interpretation, as well 
as involvement in 
discussions and 
conversations. 

 

   

 
2 The evaluation criteria must directly reflect the learning outcomes targeted at the level of the degree programme 
respectively at the level of the subject.  More specifically, the learning outcomes set out in the expected learning 
outcomes are assessed.  

3 Both final evaluation methods and ongoing evaluation strategies should be established.  



 

9.6 Minimum standard for passing 

- 70% attendance at lectures and seminars  

- Active participation in text interpretation  

- Active participation in discussions and conversations 
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