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COURSE SYLLABUS 

1. Data about the program 

1.1 Higher education institution Babeș-Bolyai University 

1.2 Faculty Faculty of History and Philosophy 

1.3 Doctoral school Philosophy 

1.4 Field of study Philosophy 

1.5 Study cycle Doctorate 

1.6 Study program / Qualification Doctoral training / PhD in Philosophy 

 

2. Course data 

2.1 Name of discipline Aesthetics of everyday life: current investigations 

2.2 Teacher responsible for lectures Prof.dr. Dan Eugen RAȚIU 

2.3 Teacher responsible for seminars Prof.dr. Dan Eugen RAȚIU 

2.4 Year of study 1 2.5 Semester 1 2.6. Type of 

evaluation 

Ex. 2.7 Course framework S 

 

3. Estimated total time of teaching activities (hours per semester) 

3.1 Hours per week 3 Out of which: 3.2 

Lectures 

2 3.3 Seminars / 

Laboratory classes 

1 

3.4 Total hours in the curriculum 36 Out of which: 3.5 

Lectures 

24 3.6 Seminars / 

Laboratory classes 

12 

Allocation of study time:  

Study supported by textbooks, other course materials, recommended bibliography and personal 

student notes 

40 

Additional learning activities in the library, on specialized online platforms and in the field 40 

Preparation of seminars / laboratory classes, topics, papers, portfolios and essays 30 

Tutoring 12 

Examinations   2 

Other activities: -  

3.7 Individual study (total hours) 110 

3.8 Total hours per semester 160 

3.9 Number of credits   10 

 

4. Preconditions (where applicable) 

4.1 Curriculum •  

4.2 Competences • Research skills developed at Bachelor and Master levels 

 

5. Conditions (where applicable) 

 

6. Specific competences acquired 
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• advanced knowledge in the field of Philosophy; the ability to identify, formulate and solve 

research problems; 

• mastering advanced research methods and techniques; knowledge of research project 

management; skills for documenting, elaborating and publishing scientific papers; 

• language skills needed to document and elaborate scientific papers; understanding and 

ability to apply the principles and values of research ethics and professional ethics. 

5.1 Conducting lectures • Mandatory attendance at 70% of the total number of class hours. 

5.2 Conducting seminars / 

laboratory classes 
• Elaboration and presentation of papers and practical works. 

• Participation in the final evaluation is not conditional and is not 

mandatory. 
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• communication skills, written and oral, in the field of Philosophy and culture; advanced 

language skills; use of information and communication technology; 

• interrelationship skills and teamwork; knowledge of human and financial resource 

management, as well as crisis, risk and failure management; 

• leadership and entrepreneurial skills; time and career management; knowledge of the 

legislation on intellectual property rights corresponding to the higher level training of 

doctoral students in the field of Philosophy. 

 

7. Course objectives (based on the acquired competencies grid) 

 

8. Content 

8.1 Lectures Teaching methods Comments 

I. RE-MAPPING THE FIELD OF AESTHETICS: 

RECENT CONTROVERSIES ABOUT THE 

AESTHETIC AND AESTHETIC EXPERIENCE IN 

EVERYDAY LIFE 

1. Aesthetics of Everyday Life (AEL): challenging the 

limits of modern aesthetics. 

Presentation, discussion, 

case studies, exercises 

 

2. The “strong”/“restrictive” version of AEL (Saito, 

Melchionne): the radical rethinking of the aesthetic and 

aesthetic experience. 

 

3-4. The “moderate”/“expansive” version of AEL 

(Dowling, Leddy): the open normative model of the 

aesthetic.  

The normative aspect of experience and aesthetic 

judgment. 

Art as an open concept: contemporary vs. modern uses. 

The interaction of art and everyday life in the flow of 

experience. 

II. AESTHETICS OF EVERYDAY LIFE AS A 

PRACTICAL PHILOSOPHY: THEORETICAL 

FRAMEWORK. 

 

7.1 The general objective of 

the course 
• The discipline has as general objective the analysis of the concepts and 

methods of philosophical aesthetics and the extension of its field of 

application to areas neglected so far, such as everyday life. This goal is 

motivated by explorations in recently developed areas, such as 

“everyday aesthetics” and “organizational aesthetics”, this course 

seeking to explore new applications for an aesthetics of everyday life. 

However, the course does not set aside art as an area of interest, but 

will systematically examine the concepts of “art”, “aesthetic”, 

“aesthetic experience” and the corresponding practices in the art world 

and in everyday life. This theoretical substantiation will allow a deeper 

investigation of the applications of aesthetics in a wide range of areas 

of activity, such as aesthetic social situations, aesthetic techniques of 

self-creation, as well as daily life in organizations. 

7.2 Specific objectives 

 

 

• The appropriate and creative use of some major concepts and 

approaches in the field of Philosophy, in particular Philosophy of Art 

and Aesthetics. 

• The ability to creatively apply the research methods of the humanities, 

in particular of Philosophy, in solving some theoretical and practical 

problems and to communicate the results in an argumentative way 

(academic essay). 
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5. An extended analytical interest: objects, activities and 

human interactions. 

6. Practical philosophy: a new foundation for the 

Aesthetics of Everyday Life. 

The self, intersubjectivity and everyday life.  

7-8. The aesthetic experience of everyday life and the 

“life world”. 

The everyday, life and the lifeworld (Lebenswelt). The 

role of the aesthetic in decisions and actions in everyday 

life. 

III. 3. APPLICATIONS OF PRACTICAL 

AESTHETICS: THE AESTHETIC APPROACH OF 

EVERYDAY LIFE IN ORGANIZATIONS.  

9. The aesthetic research of organizations: theoretical and 

methodological developments. 

The “Aesthetics of organizations” and the “aesthetic 

organizing”. Aesthetic approaches and principles. The 

“sensory methodology”. 

10. The aesthetic dimension of everyday organizational 

life. Re-conceptualizations and case studies. 

The aesthetic agency of artefacts/objects (Gadamer, 

Latour, Harman) 

11. Aesthetic mediations: the aesthetic imperative and the 

capacity for action in modern organizations (Witkin). 

12. The “artification” of postmodern organizations: 

benefits and difficulties (Saito). Case studies (Ratiu). 

 

8.2 Seminars / laboratory classes Teaching methods Comments 

Case studies prepared with the doctoral students, based 

on their individual doctoral research topics. 

 

Presentation, discussion, 

exercises 
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Höpfl (eds.), 2000, pp. 13–34. 

Strati, Antonio. “Aesthetics in the Study of Organizational Life.” In The Sage Handbook of New Approaches to 

Organizational Studies, edited by Daved Barry and Hans Hansen, London: Sage Publications, 2008, pp.229–240. 

Strati, Antonio. “Ordinary Beauty and Aesthetic Research in Organization Studies.” In L’esthétique du beau 

ordinaire dans une perspective transdisciplinaire, edited by J. Przychodzen et al. Paris: L’Harmattan, 2010, 

pp.79–93. 
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pp.251–259. 
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Taylor, Steven S. “What is Organizational Aesthetics?” Organizational Aesthetics 2 (1), 2013: 30–32. 
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9. Aligning the contents of the discipline with the expectations of the epistemic community 

representatives, professional associations and standard employers operating in the program field 

• The content of the course is compatible with the content of the courses taught at the level of 

graduate / doctoral studies in prestigious universities in Europe and the USA, as well as with the 

requirements of the professional community. 

 

10. Examination 

Activity type 10.1 Evaluation criteria 10.2 Evaluation methods 10.3 Weight in 

the final grade 

10.4 Lectures Assessment of knowledge Written exam 33% of the final 

grade Assessment of knowledge Ongoing tests 

10.5 Seminars / laboratory 

classes 

Activity during seminars Discussions, answers to 

questions 

66% of the final 

grade 

Assessment of knowledge Written exam 

10.6 Minimum performance standard 

• Planning and making individual oral and written presentations at seminars: debate, analysis-

commentary of text, report and academic essay (optional - for final evaluation with grade). 
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• Elaboration of a case study, of high complexity, using advanced methods of philosophy, humanities 

and social sciences. 

• Plagiarism will be considered any work that is found to be at least 20% copied from other sources, 

and the use of plagiarism will cause the evaluation to be cancelled. Any contestation of the grade 

obtained at the final evaluation will have to be accompanied by a request from the student for the 

re-evaluation of the paper. The result of this reassessment will be made in the presence of the 

students within 2 days from the date of the appeal. 
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