
 

CLASS SUMMARY 

1. Information on the program 

1.1. Higher Education Institution Babeş-Bolyai University Cluj-Napoca 

1.2. Faculty History and Philosophy 

1.3. Department Modern History, Archival Science and Ethnology 

1.4. Learning field History and Cultural Studies 

1.5. Level of study MA 

1.6. Study program History and Socio-Anthropology of the Modern Era  

  

2. Information on the class 

 

2.1. Class name Introduction to Social History (HME 1446) 

2.2. Class taught by Lector Dr. Vlad Popovici 

2.3. Seminary taught by  

2.4. Year of Study 2 2.5. Semester 4 
2.6. Type of 

Evaluation 1 
E 

2.7. Type of 

class 2 

Mand

atory 

 

   

3. Estimation of teaching and learning time (hours per semester) 

3.1. Hours / week 3 Class 3 Seminary 0 

3.4. Total number of 

hours  

36 Class 36 Seminary 0 

 Hours 

Teaching time 36 

Study based on textbooks and bibliography 32 

Analyses, comments, debates 32 

Individual study 32 

Tutoring and meeting hours 8 

Review before the final exam 8 

Exams 2 

 
1 Tipul de evaluare: E – examen, VP – verificare pe parcurs, C - colocviu 
2 Regimul disciplinei: OB - obligatorie, OP - opţională, F- facultativă 
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Other activities - 

3.7. Total no. of hours for individual study 114 

3.8. Total no. of hours per semester 150 

3.9. Number of credits 6 

4. Prerequisites related to the students (if required) 

4.1. curriculum related - 

4.2. skills related - 

5. Prerequisites related to the teaching environment (if required) 

5.1. for the course Beamer, white screen, wi fi connection 

5.2. for the seminar/laboratory Beamer, white screen, wi fi connection 

 

6. Specific skills acquired 
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• Professional competencies: 3 credits 

- to perform research activities in the fields of history, sociology, and anthropology;  

- to carry out field research and archival research activities; 

- to comply with the basic ethical standards of research. 

- to acquire knowledge about the field of social history research and its 

historiography; 

- the ability to identify and critically adapt international theoretical and 

methodological paradigms in the study of Transylvanian history; 

- ability to research and write scientific papers (conference presentation, review, 

scholarly study) in the field of social history. 
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• Transversal competencies: 3 credits 

- the ability to conduct research, analyse and interpret a variety of thematic areas in 

the field of the humanities; 

- the ability to plan his/her professional career development (PhD studies, 

postdoctoral projects, research and public relations projects); - the ability to act as 

teacher trainer in training programmes (at secondary and higher education level); 

- computer skills for the research, analysis and interpretation of various thematic 

areas in the field of the humanities; 

- communication skills 
 

7. Course aims 

7.1.General 

aims 

The course aims to familiarize students with the field of social history 

research at a general, introductory level, thus broadening their epistemic 

horizon.  



 

7.2. Specific 

aims 

 

 

 

- To understand and relate correctly to the field of study of social 

history and the methodological principles of scientific research in 

the respective subfield; 

- To develop the ability to critically analyse secondary sources and 

literature;  

- To understand the limits of research, both those generated by 

sources and those generated by the historiographical context and the 

state of knowledge; 

- To improve communication (written and oral), interpretation, 

analysis, evaluation and self-evaluation skills. 
 

8. Contents 

Course Teaching methods 

1. Introductory course. Field of study of social history, 

concepts and research themes. Organisational aspects 

Lecture, debate 

2. Evolution of social history research in the 20th century Lecture, debate 

3. Sources of social history. Lecture, debate 

4. Interdisciplinarity in social history Lecture, debate 

5. Microhistory Lecture, debate 

6. Modernization theory Lecture, debate 

7. Elite theories Lecture, debate 

8. Profession, stratification and social mobility Lecture, debate 

9. Civil society Lecture, debate 

10. Women’s history, gender studies, history of 

childhood 

Lecture, debate 

11. Case study: The Romanian feminist movement in 

Transylvania up to 1918 

Lecture, debate 

12. Course subject of students’ choice Lecture, debate 
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Electronic resources 
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9. Correlation of course content with the expectations of representatives of the epistemic

community, professional associations and representative employers in the field related to

the MA programme

- Given the specifics of the MA programme, the Introduction to Social History course is a must;

- Social history has experienced a revival in recent decades, both internationally and nationally,

within scientific milieus as well as among the general public’s interest. Under these

circumstances, it is imperative to familiarise students with this vast area of historical research;

- The course is constructed using recent reference works from the international literature on the

topic, complemented by case studies on the social history of Transylvania.

10. Assessement

Type of 

activity 

10.1. Assessement criteria 10.2. 

Assessement 

methods 

10.3. Weight 

in the final 

mark 

10.4. 

Course 
The final grade will be the average of two marks: 

1. The mark obtained during the course (debates,

solving exercises, etc.)

2. The mark obtained at the written exam

Debates, 

discussions, 

written reports 

+ 

Written exam 

1:50% 

2: 50% 

10.6. Minimum standard of performance 

The weighted average of all grades must be a minimum of 5 
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