
COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
1. Information about the study program  
 

1.1 University  Babeș-Bolyai University 
1.2 Faculty Faculty of History and Philosophy 
1.3 Department International Studies and Contemporary History 
1.4 Field of study Security Studies 
1.5 Study cycle (BA/MA)  BA 
1.6 Study program/Qualification Security Studies 

 
2. Information about the subject 
 

2.1 Course title Introduction to Political Science 
2.2 Course tutor Lect. dr. Dacian Duna 
2.3 Seminar tutor Lect. dr. Dacian Duna 
2.4 Year of 
study 

1 2.5 Semester 1 2.6 Type of 
assessment  

E 2.7 Course 
status 

 

Contents  

Mandatory DF 

 
3. Total estimated time (teaching hours per semester)  
 

3.1 Number of hours per week   3 of which: 3.2 
course  

2 3.3 seminar/laboratory 1 

3.4 Total number of hours in the 
curriculum 

42 of which: 3.5 
course  

28 3.6 seminar/laboratory 14 

Time distribution  Hours  
Study based on textbook/course manual/recommended reading/personal notes  12 
Additional research in the library, by accessing scientific databases, or during field work 8 
Preparation for seminars/laboratory classes, essays, portfolios and reports 10 
Tutoring 4 
Assessment (examinations) 10 
Other activities ...................................   
3.7 Total hours for individual 
study 

 44 

3.8 Total hours per semester  100 
3.9 Number of credits  4 

 
4. Prerequisites (if necessary) 
 

4.1 Curriculum  Not the case 
4.2 Skills  Not the case 

 
5. Conditions (if necessary) 
 

5.1. For delivering 
lectures 

 - 

5.2. For teaching 
seminars/laboratory 
classes 

 - 

 



6. Acquired specific competences  
Professional 
competences 

 
 
 

C1. Applying the foundations of social and political theories in understanding, analysing and 
evaluating socio-political organization 
 
C4. Effective interpretation and use of information in public and private organizations 

Transversal 
competences 

CT1. Management of information specific to solving complex tasks in context (receiving, 
transmitting, processing, storing information in profile documents), including by using at an 
advanced level a language of international circulation and at an intermediate or advanced level 
a second foreign language; 
 
CT2. Application of efficient work techniques in multidisciplinary team corresponding to 
various hierarchical levels 

 
7. Course objectives (derived from the specific competences acquired)  
 

7.1 General objective of course  Familiarizing students with the main paradigms of political science, the 
most important theories, methods and topics of work, as well as with 
the most important political scientists and their representative works in 
an applied context. 

7.2 Specific objectives   Good knowledge of basic concepts in the field; 
 Applying the knowledge gained in conducting the seminar based on 

stimulating methods 
 interactivity, structured dialogue and teamwork; 
 Stimulating the development of skills and abilities necessary for the 

political analyst; 
 
8. Contents 
 

8.1 Lectures Teaching methods Remarks 
Introduction: the concept of political science. What is politics?    Presentation/debate  
Basic concepts in political science Presentation/debate  
Political ideologies   Presentation/debate  
The State     Presentation/debate  
Political regimes Presentation/debate  
Constitutions and constitutional systems   Presentation/debate  
Democracy Presentation/debate  
Political Parties   Presentation/debate  
Elections (1)   Presentation/debate  
Elections (2)         Presentation/debate  
Interest groups      Presentation/debate  
Political Communication   Presentation/debate  
Public opinion   Presentation/debate  
Recap   Presentation/debate  
Bibliography 
 
Hague, Rod, Harrop, Martin, Guvernământ și politici comparate. Ed. CA Publishing, Cluj-Napoca, 2014. 
 
Lijphart, Arend, Sisteme electorale şi sisteme de partide. Un studiu despre douăzeci şi şapte de democraţii. 1945-
1990, Ed. CA Publishing, Cluj-Napoca, 2010. 
 
Lijphart, Arend, Modele ale democraţiei. Forme de guvernare şi funcţionare în treizeci şi şase de ţări, Polirom, 
Iaşi, 2006. 



 
Fisichella, Domenico, Ştiinţa politică. Probleme, concepte, teorii, Ed. Polirom, Iaşi, 2007. 
 
Goodin, Robert E., Klingemann, Hans-Dieter (eds.), Manual de stiinţă politică, Ed. Polirom, Iaşi, 2005. 
 
Leftwich, Adrian, Ce este politica?, Ed. CA Publishing, Cluj-Napoca, 2010. 
 
Miller, David (ed.), Enciclopedia Blackwell a gândirii politice, Ed. Humanitas, Bucuresti, 2006. 
 
Preda, Marian, Ştiinţa Politică. O introducere, Ed. Polirom, 2013. 
 
Roskin, Michael, G. Cord, Robert L., Medeiros, James A., Jones, Walter S., Ştiinţa politică. O introducere, Ed. 
Polirom, Iaşi, 2011. 
Bibliografie suplimentară: 
 
Carpinschi, Anton şi Bocancea, Cristian, Ştiinţa politicului. Tratat, vol. I, Ed. Universităţii Al. I. Cuza, Iaşi, 1998. 
 
Iliescu, Adrian-Paul, Introducere în politologie, Ed. All, Bucureşti, 2002. 
 
Marsh, Stoker şi David Gerry (eds.), Theory and Methods in Political Science, ed. Palgrave Macmillan, 
Houndmills, New York, 2002. 
 
Sartori, Giovanni, Partide şi sisteme de partide, Ed. CA Publishing, Cluj-Napoca, 2011. 
 
Zăpârţan, Liviu Petru, Repere în ştiinţa politicii, Editura Fundaţiei Chemarea, Iaşi, 1992. 
 
Almond, Gabriel A., Cultura civică: atitudini politice și democraţie în cinci naţiuni, Du Style, Bucuresti, 1996. 
 
Anderson, Jeffrey [volumul este editat de Mary E. Hawkesworth si Maurice Kogan], Encyclopedia of 
Government and Politics, vol. 1-2, Routledge, London, New York, 2004. 
 
Aristotel, Politica - http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/politics.html 
 
 
 
 
8.2 Seminars Teaching methods Remarks 
Introduction: the concept of political science. What is politics? debate/analysis  
Basic concepts in political science debate/analysis  
Political ideologies    debate/analysis  
The State debate/analysis  
Political regimes  debate/analysis  
Constitutions and constitutional systems     debate/analysis  
Democracy   debate/analysis  
Political parties      debate/analysis  
Elections (1)    debate/analysis  
Elections (2) debate/analysis  
Interest group debate/analysis  
Political communication debate/analysis  
Public opinion debate/analysis  
Recap  debate/analysis   
   
Bibliography 
 
Aron, Raymond, Democraţie şi totalitarism, Ed. All, Bucureşti, 2001. 



 
1. Arendt, Hannah, Originile totalitarismului, Humanitas, Bucureşti, 1994. 

 
2. Sartori, Giovanni, Teoria democraţiei reinterpretată, Polirom, Iaşi, 1999. 

 
3. Blondel, Jean, Guvernarea comparată, Institutul European, Iaşi, 2009. 

 
4. Dahl, Robert, Despre democraţie, Institutul European, Iaşi, 2003. 

 
5. Sartori, Giovanni, Ingineria constituţională comparată. Structuri, stimulente şi rezultate, Institutul 

European, Iaşi, 2008. 
 

6. Marx, Karl şi Engels, Friedrich, Manifestul Partidului Comunist, Nemira, Bucureşti, 1998. 
 

7. Weber, Max, Etica protestantă şi spiritul capitalismului, Humanitas, Bucureşti, 2003.  
 
9. Validating course contents based on the expectations of epistemic communities, professional associations and 
of potential employers related to the field of study. 
 
 The discipline was developed in accordance with the works in the field, published in the country and abroad; 
 
 Some of the topics in the course include relevant issues that are the subject of concern of relevant institutions 

or international scientific conferences, including debates in international journals. 
 
10. Assessment (examination) 

 
Type of activity 10.1 Assessment criteria  10.2 Assessment methods  10.3 Weight in 

the final grade  
10.4 Lecture 
 
 

 - knowledge of topics and 
bibliography 

 - capacity for analysis and synthesis                                                   

Written Exam 70% 

10.5 Seminar  knowledge of major concepts in the 
field of political science / knowledge 
of the ideas formulated by the 
forerunners and the main schools, 
currents and representatives of 
political science; 

 - understanding of electoral systems; 
understanding constitutional 
systems; 

colloquy 
Seminar paper 

30% 

10.6 Basic performance standard  
- knowledge of major concepts in the field of political science / knowledge of the ideas formulated by the 
forerunners and the main schools, currents and representatives of political science; 
Organizational details, exceptional situation management:  
 - 

 
Date  
 

Course tutor’s signature 
 

Seminar tutor’s signature 
 



Date of department endorsement  
 
 

Head of department’s signature 
 
 

Date of Dean’s endorsement  
 
 
 

Signature of the vice-Dean in 
charge 

Faculty stamp 
 
 
 

 


